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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

Newfoundland and Labrador has an immense and diverse energy warehouse.  In 2007, guided by a long-term 

Energy Plan to manage these energy resources, the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador created a new 

provincial Crown corporation, ōǊŀƴŘŜŘ άbŀƭŎƻǊ 9ƴŜǊƎȅέ ƛƴ нллуΦ bŀƭŎƻǊ 9ƴŜǊƎȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǇǊƻǇƻƴŜƴǘΦ   

Nalcor Energy encompasses the subsidiary Crown corporation Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro. Planning for 

the Lower Churchill Hydroelectric Generation Project, also referred to as the Project, was originally undertaken 

by Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro. The development of the hydroelectric potential of the lower Churchill 

River located in central Labrador is now being lead by Nalcor Energy. The Project will consist of the development 

of two hydroelectric generation facilities; one at Gull Island (2,250 megawatt (MW)) and the second at Muskrat 

Falls (824 MW), interconnecting transmission lines and the construction of associated dams and reservoirs. The 

location and key components of the Project are shown in Figures 1-1 and 1-2.  

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been prepared by Nalcor Energy and its consultants as part of a 

joint federal-provincial environmental review of the Project, which is required before any approvals for Project 

development can be granted. The major findings and conclusions of the EIS are presented in this Executive 

Summary.  

1.1 Regulatory Context 

The Project is in the process of undergoing an extensive and rigorous environmental review, to meet the 

requirements of both the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador and the Government of Canada. 

Provincial environmental assessment requirements are set out in the Newfoundland and Labrador 

Environmental Protection Act (NLEPA), while federal government requirements are found in the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Act (CEAA). 

The environmental assessment process was initiated in December 2006, prior to the creation of Nalcor Energy, 

by Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro (Hydro). Hydro filed the Project Registration/Description Document with 

both governments. Upon review of the Registration and consideration of comments received from the public, 

the provincial Minister of Environment and Conservation determined that an EIS was required. The federal 

Minister of the Environment, who is responsible for the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency, 

subsequently announced that the Project should undergo an environmental assessment by an independent 

review Panel. The two governments have decided to coordinate the two assessments through a Joint Review 

Panel. 

The Joint Review Panel will hear and consider all the information, comments and advice presented about the 

Project and the EIS by all participants, and will decide if they have enough information to assess the 

environmental effects of the Project. If they determine that the information is adequate, the Panel will hold 

public hearings and will make recommendations to the respective Ministers regarding whether the Project 

should proceed, and if so, what conditions and mitigations would be required. This process helps to address all 

issues, options and viewpoints which have been considered.  
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Figure 1-1 Project Location  
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