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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Newfoundland and Labrador has an immense and diverse energy warehouse. In 2007, guided Hgranlong
Energy Plan to manage these energy resources, the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador created a new
provincial Crown corporatio@ NI Y RSR dabl f O2NJ 9y SNHE&é¢ AY wHnny® bl fO2!

Nalcor Energy encompasses the subsidiary Crown corporation Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro. Planning for
the Lower Churchill Hydroelectric Generation Projedsoreferred to asthe Projectwas originally undertaken

by Newfoundland and Labradddydro. The development of the hydroelectric potential of the lower Churchill
River located in central Labrador is now being lead by Nalcor EAéaylProjectwill consist of thedevelopmern

of two hydroelectric generain facilities oneat Gull Island4,250 megawatt MW)) andthe secondat Muskrat

Falls (24 MW), interconnectingtransmission lines and the construction of associated dams and reserilog's.
locationand key componentsf the Rojectare shown in Figuresland 2.

An Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) has been preparédalmpr Energyand its consultants as part of

joint federatprovincial environmental review of the Projegthich is required before any approvaty Project
development can be grantedrhe major findings and conclusions of the EIS are presented in this Executive
Summary.

1.1 Regulatory Context

The Project ign the process otndergoingan extensive and rigorous environmental revieto meet the
requirements of both the Government of Newfoundland and Labrador and the Government of Canada
Provincial environmental assessment requirements are set out in Mewfoundland and Labrador
Environmental Protection AGNLEPA), while federal government requiremés are found inthe Canadian
Environmental Assessment ACEAA

The envionmental assessment process wagiated in December 20Q6rior to the creation of Nalcor Energy,

by Newfoundland and Labradétydro (Hydro). Hydrdiled the Project Registratioescription Documentith

both governments. Upon review of the Registration and consideration of comments received from the public,
the provincial Minister of Environment and Conservation determined that an EIS was requiretedehal
Minister of the Enionment, who is responsible for the Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency,
subsequently announcethat the Project should undergo an environmental assessnignin independent
review Panel. The two governments have decided to coordinate the two assatsthrough a Joint Review
Panel.

The bint Review Panel will hear and consider all the information, comments and advice presented about the
Project and the EIS by all participants, and will decide if they have enough information to assess the
environmentl effects of the Project. If theydetermine that the information isadequate, the Paneill hold

public hearings anavill make recommendations to the respective Ministeegardingwhether the Project
should proceed, and if so, what conditions and miiigas would be requiredThis process helgs addressall

issues, options andiewpointswhichhave been considered.
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