








Effects of the Project on the Natural
and Human Environment

While the reservoirs are being filled, there will be a low flow period which will
affect the ability of Mud Lake residents to travel to Happy Valley-Goose Bay.
Nalcor is working with the residents of Mud Lake to find an acceptable alternative
means of transportation.

Of the 22 cabins identified along the lower Churchill River, 12 cabins will be
permanently affected by the creation of the reservoir. Depending on their location,
the other 10 cabins may be affected by noise during construction. Also, during
operation the loss of rapids will change the view from these cabins.

The Project is expected to have a positive effect on the economy overall, including
tourism.

Cultural and Heritage Resources

of the 46 historical and archaeological sites identified, 44 will be lost due to
reservoir creation. These sites will be studied and the information recovered will
be documented and preserved for educational purposes. The other two sites have
already been excavated and preserved.




Monitoring and Follow-Up

The design of the Project includes plans to protect the environment, the communities
and individuals that use the land. To make sure these plans are successful, Nalcor
will have two core programs; monitoring and follow-up.

Nalcor has made many commitments about how it will protect the environment.
Nalcor, along with various government agencies, will monitor the Project to make
sure all commitments are fulfilled.

In the Environmental Impact Statement, the effects of
the Project are predicted. Nalcor’s follow-up programs
will measure the actual environmental effects of the
Project and compare them to the predictions. This will
also include evaluating the environmental protection
plans to see that they are successful.

The monitoring and follow-up programs will continue
throughout the life of the project. If the Project effects
are different than predicted, these monitoring and
follow-up programs will be changed to meet the original
plan. The full details of these programs are being
developed by Nalcor in consultation with government
agencies and other stakeholders. Plans will be complete
before construction.




Conclusions

The Churchill River is already the site of one of the most important hydroelectric
generation projects in North America. The development of the Lower Churchill
Generation Project will capture the remaining hydroelectric generation potential of
the river. This is a renewable energy source which generates significant amounts of
electricity without releasing significant amounts of greenhouse gases. The electricity
generated from this Project will replace the need to supply the equivalent amount
of electricity from oil, coal or natural gas fuelled power generation plants.

The Project has been designed and will be built so that serious environmental effects
will be avoided, and so that positive environmental effects will be enhanced. It will
provide long-term sustainable economic and social benefits. The Project will improve
the lives and meet the needs of present generations, and cause no harm to the
ability of future generations to meet their own needs.

While the Project will change some characteristics of the lower Churchill River
valley, the types of fish, plants and animals in the area will not change. Nalcor will
implement a number of measures to protect the environment. With these measures,
changes in the populations of game species such as caribou, moose, black bear,
waterfowl, furbearers, and other non-game species will be reduced.

Nalcor will do a number of things to prevent the Project from negatively affecting
communities or individuals. Diversity will be promoted, access to training will be
provided, individuals and businesses will have an opportunity to develop and grow.

The economic and employment benefits of the Project will be substantial. Project
operations will provide an on-going revenue stream to the Province of Newfoundland
and Labrador through the sale of electricity. This Project will provide a foundation of
renewable energy for generations to come.
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